Dear Jhb Metro Chess members,

The purpose of these selection criteria is to select teams that will be representing Johannesburg Metro
Chess at the annual SAJCC (South African Junior Chess Championship) which will take place at the end of
the calendar year, as well as any other events that Johannesburg Metro Chess deem appropriate to send
teams to compete.

This year the JMC calendar is packed full of a host of events to choose from in your aim for selection.
Our hope is that our players will use the opportunity to compete continuously throughout the course of
the year, providing a more accurate reflection of their abilities, as well as affording themselves the best
opportunity to be selected for the respective teams.

SELECTION POLICY

The following age groups will apply for 2023:
Under 20 - Players born in 2004 and 2005
Under 18 - Players born in 2006 and 2007
Under 16 - Players born in 2008 and 2009
Under 14 - Players born in 2010 and 2011
Under 12 - Players born in 2012 and 2013
Under 10 - Players born in 2014 and 2015
Under 08 - Players born in 2016 or later

Selection period

All classical Chessa and Fide rated tournaments taking place from 1° January 2023 — 5th August 2023
will count towards the team selection.

No blitz or rapid events will be considered for selection purposes, with the exception of the u8s, where
30/30 will be constituted as a classical event.



Selection Committee
The Selection Committee will be responsible for finalizing the selection of teams in accordance with this
selection policy.

The Committees will be chaired by the JHB Metro Head coach and be comprised of two senior coaches,
one EXCO member and one team manager.

Where the selection committee is required to deliberate of the selection of a player to a particular team,
any parent or coach who is serving on the selection committee will recuse themselves from those
deliberations regarding their children or students as the case may be.

Mandatory requirements
Good standing

A player in good standing is a player that has paid their annual affiliation fees to Johannesburg Metro
chess and has no pending disciplinary action against them. The fees are payable to Johannesburg Metro
via the respective club on behalf of the member. The annual fee is R100 per player and is payable to the
club who will then pay this on to Johannesburg Metro. Fees are not to be paid directly to Johannesburg
Metro Chess.

Membership

Players must be registered to a club that is affiliated to, and in good standing with, Johannesburg Metro
Chess.

Membership fees

The annual players’ membership fees with Johannesburg Metro Chess are to be settled prior to the first
Johannesburg Metro trials attended by the player. The fees are payable to Johannesburg Metro Chess
via your respective club.

Only players who are in good standing with Johannesburg Metro Chess will be eligible to represent
Johannesburg Metro at the SAJCC.



Minimum activity

Each player is required to participate in a minimum of two JHB Metro Chess events throughout the
course of the selection period. This is a prerequisite in order to qualify to participate in the Jhb Metro
Closed Event. One is these two events must be a classical event and the other may be a rapid/Blitz
event. Two classical events will be preferred.

Participation in the Johannesburg Metro Closed for the u20 age group will not be mandatory due to
school examination clashes, and will not be used in the performance rating calculation for the u20
group.

The JHB Metro Closed
The Jhb Metro Closed will take place over the weekend of the 4™, 5" and 6™ of August 2023 and will
serve as a trials for Jhb Metro teams.

This event will be an age-group based tournament and will carry an additional 25% weighting in terms of
the calculation of overall tournament performance used for team selection. Please find an example
below.

Jhb Metro Teams will be announced by the 14" of August 2023.
The first IMC training will begin during August, dates TBC

Ranking System
What are we using to calculate rankings?

a) The tournament performance rating of any standard rated tournament played and recorded in the
Chess SA database, during the chess selection period will be included to determine the players’ ranking.

b) No online events will be considered.
Only Fide and Chess SA rated OTB events will be considered for selection purposes.

c) The top three tournament performances within the selection period.

d) The weighted addition of the JMC closed tournament performance.



d) If insufficient over-the-board tournaments have been played during the selection period, then
Johannesburg Metro must be notified in writing so that your case may be reviewed.

Should a player not compete in the Jhb Metro Closed they will use a fourth tournament to assist with
their tournament performance calculation but without the without the additional 25% weighting,
putting them at a significant disadvantage.

Ranking calculations will differ depending on the players’ age category.

u8 - ul8 age group

a) The top three performance ratings within the selection period will be included in the performance
rating calculation.

b) The JMC closed performance, with an additional 25% weighting, will be added to the performance
rating calculation.

c¢) The total will be calculated, then averaged and used to determine the rankings.

Example of Tournament performance calculation
Tournament 1: 1250
Tournament 2: 1100
Tournament 3: 1400

Tournament 4: 1500

Tournament 5 JMC closed: (1300 + 25%) = 1625

The Top 3 performances + Jhb Metro Closed expressed as an averaged
(1500 +1400 +1250 +1625) /4

Total = 1443,75



u20 age group

a) The average of the top two within the selection period will be included in the performance rating
calculation.

b) The total will be calculated, then averaged and used to determine the rankings.

Performance calculation example
Tournament 1 =1900
Tournament 2 = 1600

Tournament 3 =1750

Top 2 performances averaged
(1900+1750)/2

Total = 1825

Exemptions

Players who are unable to participate in the JMC Closed, or to meet the minimum requirements, on
account of religious prescriptions, health, school commitments or other proven necessities, will be
required to state in writing as to the reason they will be unable to participate in the event.

Once said information has been received, the selection committee will assess their rating performances
based on the information received and ascertain whether they should be incorporated into a
Johannesburg Metro team or playoff.

The decision of the selection committee is final.

Composition of Teams

JHB Metro will reserve the right to change the final date that tournaments played will be considered for
selection purposes towards.



The selection criteria will guarantee the top 7 players in a 10-player team (top 4 in a 6-player team). The
Selection Committee may, at their sole discretion, select players for boards 8,9 and 10 in a 10-player
team (boards 5 and 6 in a 6-player team) based on the requirements of JHB Metro Chess.

The Selection Committee may, at their sole discretion and after consultation with the respective team
coach and manger, invite certain players to play in higher age group teams. No applications or
motivations from players/parents will be entertained by the Selection Committee in the exercise of this
discretion.

Players who are invited to play in higher age groups may decline that invitation and remain in the age
group for which they initially gained selection.

A team coach/manager request that any team composition or the board order of that team be revised
by lodging an official request and motivation with the selection committee, who will either accept or
decline this request based on the evidence provided.



